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Thanks to “Questionable” Patti Russwurm for the colorful Sunfish pic

COMMODORE’S

COMMENTS

Hello Birch Lakers,

Last week I forgot to mention a very
important person who served as the
dock master allowing us to use his dock
for entering people into the boat parade.
A special thank you to Mr. Dick Bender
for being so kind to let the Boat Parade
Committee utilize his coveted space for
registering boats and selecting a winner.
Many thanks Mr. Bender!

A side note about the secret turtle
races. Just in case you are wondering
the verdict is still out. Why you might
ask? Well, the spring was not so kind to
parts of the cove and the large amount
of rain has caused the cove to become a
swamp. Without a fast drying wind and
sun for a repeated amount of time the
cove is still soggy in areas. The turtle
races may or may not happen, but the
boat parade 1s definitely happening in
that area. So come on over to the cove at
1:45pm EST with your decorated boats
and if the turtle races take place well
then that’s just a bonus. Happy Forth!

~Vice Commodore Angela

Ladies Golf Outing deadline
REMINDER!!! DEADLINE FOR
LADIES’ GOLF ENTRIES IS JULY
8TH! GET THEM IN!
~Bad Patty

AED, CPR training at Homeowners
Association annual meeting

The Birch Lake Homeowners
Association Annual Meeting on
Saturday, Aug. 11 will feature a demon-
stration and training on the new Birch
Lake AEDs (automatic electric defibril-
lator) and CPR (cardiopulmonary resus-
citation) training beginning at approxi-
mately 11 am (after the Birch Lake
Yacht Club Board meeting). All Birch
Lake residents are invited and encour-
aged to attend.

More news from the Kings’

A great weekend in our wake: the
old friends are gone and ... the new old
friends start arriving on Wednesday.
We 3 Kings look forward to hosting dear
friends Steve and Nancy Barron (who
hail from: Detroit/Evansville, South
Bend, Ann Arbor, San Diego, Singapore,

Birch Lake Calendar

July 7 - Boat Parade - 2 pm
July 7 - Fireworks, dark
July 8 - Camp T Pancake Breakfast
July 20 - Ladies Golf
July 27 - Men’s Golf, Noon, Park Shore
Aug 4 - Corn & Sausage
Aug 4 - SUFISH-ONLY Race, NO MCs
Aug 11 - Homeowners Association
Annual Meeting, AED, CPR training
Aug 18 - Fall Dinner (tba)
TBA- Soup/Chili Challenge
Sept 1 - Pooch Parade
Basic Sailing Classes
July 8, 15, 24, 4-5 pm, McGann's
2018 BLYC Board Meetings
(all meetings start at 9 am)
July 14, August 11, Sept - TBA
More info as available. Dates subject to
change. Watch the Barker for updates!

Indianapolis, Boston, Atlanta). Some of
Bob’s buds will roll in on the weekend
along with ... who knows how many of
Cal’s pals (we really have no idea)?
Apologies in advance to our neighbors.

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication. Deadline is 3 pm on Tuesday. E-mail sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the

items in the stone/mailbox at 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore). Include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or other material returned. To
contact Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680, or to contact Commodore Karen Curtis-Miller, call 574-261-6712 or email karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com.




— Birch Lake Notes —

Be careful!

I recently received the following
email from a neighbor who expressed
the following concerned about boating/
skiing safety.

“There 1s a boat on the lake that
was pulling 2 people. They both fell.
One got back up and the boat continued
to pull them toward the north end leav-
ing the other in the middle of the lake.
The one being pulled fell again and the
boater has not gone back for the 2nd
one. With other boaters pulling tubers it
is very dangerous!”

Please be careful this (and every)
weekend ... and every time you're on the
lake!

Weather eye, aye, aye

A weather eye: in addition to all
that every new Commodore must mas-
ter, there’s one measure by which they
are judged and ... it’s totally beyond
their control. For a time it seemed past
Poobahs had forgotten to hand off the all
important “weather wand” to the next
guy (girl). In retrospect, it would appear
Commodore Karen has everything under
control. Memorial Day weekend and the
4th of July #1 (aka: July 1st) were siz-
zling carbon copies. Can we get a
Trifecta?

~ Chrys A. Lis

~ DUL

Thanks to our Birch Lake artist in residence, Duffy Dufor for the lake art!

Beware of holiday thieves!

Almost every year over the
Independence Day holiday (weekend),
someone at Birch Lake suffers a theft
from their car, home, yard or boat. On
Monday of this week, I received the fol-
lowing message:

“Sheriff Richard Behnke of the Cass
County Sheriff's Office would like to
advise of a unusually high volume of

Have you seen the stunning
stamped-concrete compass rose at
the Birch Lake Yacht Club?

This is just one example of
the custom concrete services
and products available to our
friends and neighbors here

at Birch Lake.

Interested in a whole new
look for your plain old concrete
garage, patio or entrance?

Call us today!

Lutz Concrete

SW Michigan’s FLATWORK experts

17050 M-86 — Three Rivers, MI
mmtlconcrete@aol.com

(269) 279-7973

motor vehicle thefts in Cass County.
Over the last week the Cass County
Sheriff’s office has taken 9 reports
throughout Cass County of Motor
Vehicles being stolen. Keys were left in
those vehicles, the vehicles were
unlocked. Vehicles were recovered in
these incidents, but items from inside
had been taken. Sheriff Behnke reminds
everyone to not leave your keys or any




Birch Lake Notes

other personal item’s in your vehicle
even if it is in your driveway or garage.
Items should be placed in the trunk or
taken into the house with you.
Criminals are always looking for easy
item’s to steal, and we are asking the
citizens of Cass County to be aware of
the current problem. If you have any
information regarding any crimi-
nal activity, please contact us at
269-445-1560 or the Cass County
TipLIne 1-800-462-9328.”

You are advised to be vigilant! Lock
your car, don’t leave personal items
lying out in plain sight, and report
suspicious activity to the Cass
County Sheriff’s Department one

of the previous numbers or by How hot was it at your place? Pretty hot on the north shore at the Kings’ last
calling the non-emergency num- weekend ... so hot a group of revelers took their lawn chairs (and cold drinks) into
ber, 445-2481, or dialing 911 for a  the lake to keep from overheating. From left are: Santa Claus (north pole), Bob and
crime in progress or any emer- Les King (north shore), and Lisa and Rick Dwenger (Muncie, IN). Thanks to Chuck
gency. Horn for the great photo.

BACK ON
TRACK!

56951 N. Main St.
Three Rivers, Ml

269) 2'73-9015

Tweiddl This year Frankie’s has

£ 5 < D ONE IT AGAlNooo

= by showing even more of our traditions. More items
are made from scratch, and we are putting a lit-

tle more love into the food and service. We added new menu items, offering

healthier choice options, gave the kid’s menu more thought, and are doing

new, exciting specials. Follow us on Facebook to see the National Food Hol-

iday’s we are celebrating. It’s a new twist on our classic menu, giving our

guests something to try in a fun way.

YOU’RE GONNA LOVE IT!

Open M-Th 11-10, Friday & Saturday 11-11 Closed Sunday. Daily food & drink specials

Follow us on Facebook at frankiesbythetracks




Birch Lake Notes

BIRCH LAKE

Totes Avallable

Bad Patty Luecht has Birch
Lake totes available at 3 for
$10 or $4 each. Totes are great
for gifts, groceries or anyone
that LOVES Birch Lake!

To get your totes,
contact Bad Patty
(east side) at

That’s one bad hat, Les ... Thanks to the Kings’ weekend 4 ; 6- 2 6 1 5
guest Chuck horn for the great pic of Les King in her sun hat.
BLYC 58th ANNUAL Birch Lake Yacht Club

MEN’S GOLF OUTING

) FOUR MAN FLORIDA SCRAMBLE
\\ IFRIDAY, JULY 27 2018 - $75/MAN*
L PARK SHORE GOLF CLUB

610 Park Shore Dr., Cassopolis

Shotgun start at noon

Dinner to follow at BLYC
Cocktail hour at 6 pm; Dinner at 7 pm; Winners announced and prizes awarded

*Golf prize, dinner at BLYC, Food & Drink coupons included in the price of registration

Please submit your foursome and registration to Chas Grundy, 63250 Birch Rd., Vandalia, Ml 49095
Make checks payable to Birch Lake Yacht Club.
Individual registrations accepted. If you don’'t have a team, | can match you up.

Must have completed registrations by July 16
2018 BLYC Men’s Golf Outing Foursome Information

.'\-rv

Team prizes and contests Catered dinner at BLYC included
Prizes awarded at dinner Donations of door & team prizes needed*

*If you have access to logo or golf or lake related merchandise that could be donated, please
Contact Chas Grundy at chas@grundyhome.com

2018 BLYC Men’s Golf Outing Foursome Information |
TEAM CAPTAIN: PLEASE PRINT NAMES ;

Please make checks payable to BLYC and send to Chas Grundy, 63250 Birch Rd., Vandalia, Ml 49095
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Fifth AED installed, 6th coming soon!

The Birch Lake Homeowners AED will soon be installed at the will feature a demonstration and train-
Association has reported that a 5th DeYoung home (formerly the home of ing on the new Birch Lake AEDs (auto-
Automatic Electric Defibrillator (AED) Jack and Marty Miller) at 63255 Storey ~ matic electric defibrillator) as well as a
has been installed at the garage of Scott ~ Hill St. That unit will be installed on CPR (cardio-pulminary resuscitation)
and Holly Troeger, 63696 Birch Rd., just  the north face of the garage. training session.
north of the public landing. The garage All Birch Lake residents are invited The Annual Meeting will begin at
is on the east side of the road, across the and encouraged to attend the Annual approximately 11 am (after the Birch
road from the Troeger home. Meeting of the Homeowners Association  Lake Yacht Club Board meeting).

The Homeowners Association also on Saturday, Aug. 11. In addition to the
announced that the sixth (and final) regular annual business, the meeting

EMERGENCY HEART DEFIBRILLATOR
(AED) locations on Birch Lake
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There are currently five (5) automated external
defibrillator units on Birch Lake. l N A N E M E RG E N c Y:
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1. West Shore, Sheffieck home, 2. Pull the box open, remove the or-
62875 Birch Lakeview Dr. ange-colored unit, TAKE IT TO THE

2. North Shore, Smitley home, PATIENT and open the device by
14859 Birch Northshore Dr.15046 pressing the white lever at the bottom.

3. East Shore, Vitale home,
63174 Birch Rd.
4. South Shore, Eberhart home,

3. An automated voice will guide you
through the setup and use of the de-

15046 Birch Lakeshore Dr. fibrillator. Follow the instructions as
5. South/East Shore, Troeger home, they are given.
63696 Birch Rd. 4. Continue to follow the instructions

All units are on the ROAD SIDE of the property as given, and stay with the patient until
and accessible by vehicle or on foot. help arrives.




Birch Lake House Walk

House Walk 2018 a huge success!

Over 147 people attended the house
walk last weekend and we raised $2375
to benefit camperships for underprivi-
leged kids to attend Camp Tannadoonah!
The house walk provides a great way to
meet others on the lake. The boat rides
and name tags enabled many people to
make new friends and acquaintances.

We would like to thank the 6 home-
owners- Pettys,Karceskis Koscielski,
Cassadys, Stitzs, and Seyfarths who so
graciously opened their homes to every-
one. Without YOU, this event would not
have been possible! A big thanks goes to
the Barker for printing our articles, to
Claudia Phipps for taking the pictures
of the homes, to Bob Waddle for taking
pictures during the event, and to Ronnie
Eshleman for laying out the brochure,
printing them, and to top it off, donating

them for the event ... many thanks!!

What a great job the pontoon drivers
did! Our sincere appreciation and thanks
goes to Tom Rogers, our fleet captain,
for recruiting and directing the pontoon
drivers and ensuring that everything
went smoothly. Many thanks to our
pontoon drivers and their assistants;
Gus Eshleman and Jim Bradfield,
Rick Russworm and Dennis Phipps, PJ
Vandewalle and Marc Caenepeel, Dan
Waxman and Max Marquez, and Randy
Welch and Taylor Marquez. You helped
make the affair very enjoyable for all!

Also, thank you for our ticket sellers;
Vickie Rogers, Carla Chester Julie Shef-
fieck, Sue Williams, Denny Weesner, and
Linda Yoshizawa.

Many thanks to Vickie Rogers for
her invaluable assistance throughout the

1 Lake

i House Walk.

planning and organizing of the event,
and to Lisa Rodriguez for editing the
homeowners write-ups. Thanks again to
all for making this event such a success.
~Michelle Seyfarth,
House Walk Chair



— Birch Lake Decor —

New Barker feature

Thanks to Deb Hall, Dan
Waxman, Bad Patty Luecht,
and Pat McGann for the great
pix of Birch Lake decor ...
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If you've got some neat decor
items you’d like to see featured
in the Barker, send ‘em on to
sailorphil@philvitale.com.
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APOLLO | Werent | A W
MARINE | Pontoon

Boats!

“The perfect location between
Michigan and Indiana”

South side of Gravel Lake
15355 96th Avenue, Lawton, Mi 49065

269-423-611 1-888-BOAT Pat & Tessa McGann, Birch Lake Residents, Eastside




Birch Lake Notes

Ladies’ FUN!!!! Golf Outing
JULY 20

Diamond Lake Golf Course, Cassopolis
9 am Tee Off - $35 per golfer

Fee includes cart and lunch
Make checks payable to BLYC

Deadline for Registration is July 8

Lunch at BLYC following the Outing
Games, Prizes, 50/50 Raffle

Teams are encouraged to donate a basket for the basket raffle not to exceed $50/$12.50 per team member.
If you want to golf, but do not have a team, please contact Patty Luecht 476-2615
and | will do my best to help you get a team together.

Team Members

*Sponsors are greatly appreciated!!

3.

4,

Thomas J.
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

Enjoy the moment...

UNION ..o

INSURANCE AGENCY, LLC Orarunt Agonl

“For all your M1 and IN Insurance needs”
Personal and Commercial

(ALL IVNRAYT 3AVT VOLRESELF SOME MONEY!
15478 LS. 12 jrwst 10 post clficn) ZEABAN 5005

PO, Box 74 sumflunionins il BOOBEA-A005
Uinian, A8 40130 Wiw_Lnionins. nel Fax 268/641-5TRT

Auto-Owners

INSURANCE

LIFE + HOME « CAR - BUSIMESS




by J. Patrick McGann

ing on Birch Lake for the

start of the Fourth of July
Regatta. Winds from different
directions, strong, then light
,then strong again made for an
exciting day. One sailor yelled
at me after the third race, "We
should do all five today.”

But of course we had to
leave a couple for the real 4th
holiday.

Things continue to run
smoothly from the Race
Committee Boat standpoint
with Bad Patty at the helm and
lots of able bodied ladies will to

It was one great day for sail-

Fleet Captain’s Gybe #9

step in with support. Tom
Cassady had to move the start-
ing line again because of wind
shifts. It seems like he has had
to do that almost every race so
far this year since he took over
the job. We will have to give the
final results next week for the
4th Regatta.

Kids and adults are welcome
at the sailing classes Sunday at
4 pm at McGann’s eastside
A-Frame. Popsicles will be
served. Please RSVP to Pat@
McGannHay.com or text/call
574-532-5377, but if you just
want to show up, that’s okay
too. Sailors are welcome to

come over to the eastside
Sailing Club, Vitale-Luecht-
McGann shore after the regular
Sunday races to review the day
and have a beer or two.
Sail on Dudes and Dudettes
~JPM

2018 BLYC July 4 Regatta Round 1 Results

RACE......cicir e e 2 S e Regatta
D= (T 1—Ju| ................ 1-dul........... | Total Points
MC Scow

Barb Cassady #2506 ..........c.cooeeinrnreinnenieenenenes 2 s T L TR RSRSTRRN 4
Scott Troeger #14809.........ccccoovvivvivivncineneeeeee T 5 ettt e ettt et eteneentenn 8
Bob King #1199 ..o B 2, L TR 10
Phil Vitale #500...........ccccoevvereeieeee e K T K TR, LG 11
Bill Luecht #1579......coo oo S 4. Dot e e sttt e e nteeaeas 12
Sunfish

Peter Soldato..........cooeeveiiciicecee e T K TR L 5
Stewart Spraft........c.ccooeerinei e [ TR S G TR 11
= 1Y (1€ 7=T o o 2 e 2 < 12
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow)........ccccocevreevrieacrennene Ao, 4o Do e e s e saeas 12
Rick Russwurm (Green/BIue)............cccvvvrernnnns 0% T 2 et re e e e eneen 13
Herb Cleveland...........cooevioeeeieieeeeeeeee e [ JE < TR A 18
1 A= (ST T [ 19
Chris Scofield.......ccueieiieieeeee e 8 < T L TR 21
Camille BUtIEN ..........ooeeveeceeeeeeeeeee e T e [ I T 26
Bill BUHET ... 0% e 0% e £ TR 29

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season; DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place
worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th place); DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed;
DNF (Did Not Finish), scored as last place; CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward
season total; Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.); Season Place = total season points/number
of races attempted; Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.

P D Hira %, %o, &
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gy 2 P Open

A== 7 days/wk

SU N DAYS W#’f Awv S’I\“&M 11 am to Midnight
69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

0:30 & 11:30 AM
RIVERSIDE-CHURCH.COM

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317
http://www.zimmystavern.com




Birch Lake Sailing
2018 BLYC Season Sailing Results

Race#........ 12 13 14......... Race Total ........ Race Point .......... Total Points......... Point Average
Date....... A-dul....... 1-Jul....... 21-Jul ............ Points ............... Average................ w/bonus .......ccceeernne w/bonus
MC Scow

Barb Cassady #2506 .............c........ 2 i, T [ 18653................ 155442 ... 20174 1681.17
Scott Troeger #1489..........ccccee.e.. T S TR 2 18422................ 153517 .o 20022......oooeeeeeeee 1668.50
Phil Vitale #500..........cccoceevreeerienene 3 I T ST 12773, 1419.22 ... 14217 o, 1579.67
Bill Luecht #1579......cccoiiiieres 4o . S . S 14142................ 1414.20 ... 15511 e 1551.10
Bob King #1199 ........ccocvveiieeee 5 2 I TS 4261 142033 ... 4261 ..o 1420.33
Sunfish

Peter Soldato........c.ccoviiriieenes T K T T 21239 1517.07 o 24208......oceeeeeeene 1729.14
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue)......DNS .......... T 2 19566................ 1505.08 ........c.cn..... 22456......ccoeeeeernn 1727.38
Pat McGann.........ccocooviiniencicienene 2 e 2, 8 19524................ 1394.57 ..o 22645......ooeeeene 1617.50
Bob Niezgodski ..........ccccceeeueneeee. DNS....... DNS......... DNS.....ccoooneee. 9832.....ccceeee 1229.00.......cceneee. 12424 ... 1553.00
Herb Cleveland...........c.ccccocoieeine. 5 L T T e 18099................ 1292.79 ..o 20987 ..o 1499.07
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow)........... 4. . S . S 12487 ................ 138744 ... 12487 ..., 1387.44
JeffWalls......cooooriii I Y [ 16821................ 1201.50 ...ccoirenee 19271 e 1376.50
Stewart Spratt.........ccccoceeeiireeenen 3 5, I T 16312....ccceeee. 1359.33 ... 16312 1359.33
Chris Scofield..........ccoeoriieenene 8 S T 5 3474................. 1158.00......cccoiieeenne 3474 ... 1158.00
Camille Butler .........cccoceoveevieenee. T o S T 10, 6278........c....... 1046.33 .....ccoovvee 6278, 1046.33
Bill Butler ..o DNS ....... DNS............ 1S I 1024................. 1024.00 .....ccoeeeneneee 1024 ... 1024.00

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season; DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place
worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th place); DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed;
DNF (Did Not Finish), scored as last place; CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward
season total; Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.); Season Place = total season points/number
of races attempted; Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.

Thanks to Bob King and Amy Lutz for the cool sailboat race pics

* * * * * * General Handyman Services

BQT Tuesday, August 7

%> ROXANA HALL

CASS COUNTY COMMISSIONER

DISTRICT 3
CALVIN, PORTER & MASON TOWNSHIPS

Need something repaired replaced or

* * * * * * maintained? Let me see if | can help!
Lake references available.




— Barker Kids of the Week —

Sandy'’s going to Kill me for this but
I couldn’t resist putting in this great
picture of her mom, Bessie Shafer
and her ... Bessie is here for a visit
Jjust after her 90th birthday, and just
after dislocating a hip (she’s recov-
ering well and we love having her
here). Happy birthday Bessie!

Suki Seyfarth, just like her parents, is obsessed
with turtles and wants to get up-close and personal.
The turtles feelings are not reciprocal.

Submitted by Claudia Phipps

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville
on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

GET NOTICED.
GET BUSINESS.

660 County Road 15,
Elkhart, IN 46516
574-295-1203
us599@alphagraphics.com
us599.alphagraphics.com

Eagle Lake Marine

SALES * SERVICE * STORAGE

SanPan, Aqua Patio, Sweetwater Pontoon,
Hurricane Deck Boats, Honda Outboards,
Mercury Outboards, Yamaha Outboards and
MerCruiser Stern Drives

Eaglelakemarine.com

269-699-5103

South side of Eagle Lake, Edwardsburg, Ml

Bubba’s Market, LLC

HAS MOVED!

Under the Yellow Tent
in the heart of Union

Jim “Bubba’” Baldwin

Owner

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com
facebook.com/bubbasmarket

Hours of Operation:
10am-7pm
Friday - Sunday

574.596.5752
jibald66@gmail.com
facebook.com/bubbasmarket




Dezi and Jett Ward, Lacy PIT] e -
grandkids (south side). -

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Above, Josie , granddog of the Lutz’s (north side).

%\ Waterfront Specialist

Serving Michigan
and Indiana

SUSIE TUCKER
REALTY —
574-320-6697 cei ﬂ S

269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

sus:e@sus:etucken com 5 74 320-6697

ATTENTION SELLERS:
LISTINGS NEEDED TO FILL OVERWHELMING
DEMAND FROM BUYERS! CALL ME FOR
A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR
PROPERTY.




— Barker Kids of the Week —

Congratulations to Barker Kid of the Week Claire Brovold, pictured in a
very proud moment for mom! Claire graduated from Niles High School
with honors from the Niles New Tech Entrepreneurial Academy. She

was a Board Scholar, and has 31 credit hours from Lake Michigan Col-

lege transferring to Adrian Collage in the fall, where she will be studying =
Biology and playing the flute in the marching Band.

Guests of the Halls (Cove) were Bud’s brother Mike (can you see the
resemblance) and his wife Diane. This was their first visit to Birch and
they loved it!

My 30 point marketing system is
Dynamic! — Exciting! — Productive! — Creative!
And most importantly GETS RESULTS!

Offering...

u Drone, professional, and 3-D photography..

B video... TV, print, and magazine advertising...

B internet, emall, and social media marketing...

u 3" party advertising... including Zillow with video
B Luxury Homes international...

® and MORE, MUCH MORE! L
Dennis Bamber
I can help you reach MORE huyers! Cressy & Everett REALTOR
N Licensed in Indiana and Michigan
Cress 1 Waterfront(\t Cell: 574-532-3808
REAL‘?;EeS11"A$Ett 701 Spruce St. RSPS
Real effort. Real results. Dowagiac,. MI 49047 oot Soestln

Working in conjunction with Birch Lake resident Rick Doolittle ‘




— Barker Kids of the Week —

Left: Aurable Trudell, granddaughter of Amy and
Mike Lutz (north side) gets KOTW honors for her
cool slide sandals ...

Below: Aurora was not injured in any way ... lol ...
Sunday we had her first celebration on her 2nd
birthday ... this Saturday is the second ... third is on
her actual birthday, the 10th ... she owns us!

Get a FREE market analysis!
Contact Paul DeLano:

269-445-8877

Paul@Thelakelife.com

REALTY GROWUP

Birch Lake homes for sale Sale Pending

63276 Birch Road
OUT OF INVENTORY!

LISTINGS NEEDED!

HOMES ARE SELLING

NOWIS A
GREAT TIME
TO LIST
YOUR

=3¢ et - HOME!
14886 Lake Shore Dr 151 00 Lake Shore Dr CALL
$395,000 $340,000 PAUL DELANO

2 bed, 1 bath 89 feet of frontage To DAY

Enjoy this charming 2 bed 1
48 feet of frontage bath cottage or tear down 269-445-8877

Turn Key, Sleeps 12 and build your own. Paul@TheLakeLife.com




— Barker Critters of the Week —

Barker Toadstool of the Week ... Thanks to my neighbor, Bill
Luecht (east side) for the great pic of the first-ever Birch Bark-
er Toadstool of the Week!

Below is a photo of Bill relaxing after a tough week of pho-
tographing toadstools. Thanks to another neighbor, Pat
McGann for the pic of Bill (and Bill said to say thanks for the
Strohs.

Kl D-o F-THE-WEEK PH OTO s Week? Just mail your photo (with a SASE if you want

them back) to Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia,
So far this year I've printed EVERY photo that’s been MI 49095; put them in a ziplock and stick them in the
sent in as a Barker kid-of-the-week ... but we are always stone mailbox at my home (east side), or (even easier)
accepting more! Want your kid to be a Barker Kid of the email them to me at

Week? Want your lawnmower to be Lawnmower of the SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM

Want to sell your house? O)D Onnell,s DOCks LIC

| HAVE
BUYERS!

Maybe we should talk ...

Southwest Michigan’s Premier Dock & Lift Headquarters

ca Sales and service of all
ening you for major docks, boatlifts and
oven 20 e;em./ water front accessories.

Opa0]

For an online quote, go fo

WWW odonnellsdocks com

12097 M-60 o Junes MI
269-244-1446

info@odonnellsdocks.com
Autorized Dealer For;

Willow Tree
Realty

13549 U.S. 12 / UNION, MI 49130

Vickie Hall

CELL - 574-849-9957
OFFICE - 269-641-7928

WillowTreeRealty.com willowtree.vickie@gmail.com




YOUR HOROSCOPE

Aries (March 21-April 19) - This week
you feel enriched and joyful because wealth, gifts
and the assistance of others will help you. Venus in
your Fifth House promises entertaining times and
amusing diversions! It promotes love affairs,
romance and fun activities with kids! Venus also acti-
vates your creative desires, especially for your favor-
ite hobby. Your focus on home, family and your per-
sonal life continues. Mars wants you to make goals
and actively pursue them. Be patient with friends (or
a group) because resentment might occur.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - You're
talking to friends, neighbors and relatives, which is
why you must make your communications clear.
Speak carefully and listen. Many of you are redeco-
rating and dealing with home repairs, which also
involve family discussions. Some are exploring
real-estate opportunities. Meanwhile, this is a fabu-
lous week to sneak off on a vacation! You're restless
for change and ready for action.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) - Your ruler
Mercury and Venus will make you smooth talking
and charming this week. You're entertaining and
people love you! Many of you will make money from
your words - selling, promoting, writing, teaching and
acting. This is not surprising because after all, this is
your year to improve not only your health - but your
job! (If you don't improve your job - get a better one.)
You might be proud of something and want to show
it off. Many of you are making big purchases
because you're pleased with your earnings.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - You're sit-
ting pretty with the Sun in your sign dancing with
lucky, moneybags Jupiter! This gives you the energy
to accomplish something good and useful for your-
self and others. Bravo! It also fills you with enthusi-
asm and optimism! This is a great week to seek out
new activities, especially anything that expands your
mind. By all means, take a trip! Read books.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Continue to lie

low and pamper yourself. You feel happier when you
treat yourself well. You believe in no pain, more gain.
And why not? Life is short - and fat. Despite your
desire for privacy and keeping a low profile, you
need to talk to someone. You want to socialize! This
year and next, you can make money from real
estate.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - You wantto
schmooze this week! You're enjoying friends and fun
involvements with clubs, classes, and groups. You
might travel with a group, especially if it involves
education or doing something that expands your
mind. Some of you will be involved in charity work
because your idealism is aroused. In fact, you might
meet someone who is like-minded, which for some,
will lead to a secret affair. Others are into research
right now and working alone. Although you enjoy
socializing with others, you also value your peace
and quiet this week.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - You look mar-
velous, dahling marvelous! Obviously, this is the per-
fect week to ask bosses or parents for whatever you
want. Make your pitch, especially if it involves money
or boosts your income. Seriously - you can do
something to earn more this week or down the road,
so geton it. This is social week, enjoy the company
of someone who is younger and artistic.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - This week
you really want to spread your wings! Do whatever
you can to travel and learn more. You need to have
some adventure! If you can't get away, then explore
your own city. Sign up for a course. Talk to fascinat-
ing people. Shake up your routine and get out of
your velvet rut. It will happen. Therefore, when an
opportunity for something different and exciting pres-
ents itself - grab it! Meanwhile, bosses, parents and
VIPs are impressed with what you say. Be careful
because a boss or teacher is attracted to you.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) -
You're full of travel ideas! (What's new?) Thankfully,

many of you are traveling for pleasure right now.
Nevertheless, you have a strong focus on money
and assets. Primarily, the wealth you're thinking
about relates to shared assets, shared wealth, inher-
itances and anything you own jointly with someone
else. Something hidden or behind the scenes will
surface and it will benefit you. Perhaps the truth of
something will come out or you receive an unexpect-
ed inheritance? Easy does it.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - You stil
need more rest and more sleep. This is a fact so
respect your health. Take care of yourself because
you are a long-lived sign. Because the Sun is oppo-
site your sign now, you actually have the best oppor-
tunity in the entire year to clarify issues with close
friends, partners and spouses. Use this chance to
observe your style of relating. Don't focus on chang-
ing them You can only change approach.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Thisisa
fabulous week for you! You are thrilled with the great
press you're getting, and this makes you want to
work even harder. This is wise. You want to manage
your responsibilities well, which is why you are striv-
ing to make every action count. You want efficiency!
You want to refine your techniques. In fact, you are
so demanding (personally speaking), you also want
the best health possible. You're on a roll! Don't stop
because Mars is in your sign and giving you all the
energy you need to tackle your ambitious goals.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - This
week, things get even better! Your motto now is sim-
ply - “Get out and have a good time!” You feel play-
ful, free-spirited and lighthearted! Enjoy romantic
outings, flirtations, vacations, social excursions, par-
ties, sports events and anything that appeals to you.
Just be yourself and laugh it up. Relationships with
coworkers are excellent this week. Even your health
is strong. Sweets will tempt you. Don't overdo!

Birch Lake Environmental Data

) Ll

| |1 Foot Deep

|72 Feet Duep fl | | 4|

Terrperature

| | =4 FeetDeep
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Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

The Moon for

this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time,
as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere)
lluminated Fraction: 0.293
2.0 days after last quarter

Sunrise: 06:12:55 AM
Sunset: 21:21:14 PM
Moonrise: 02:07:56 AM
Moonset: 15:19:50 PM
Daylight: 15 Hr 08 Min 19 Sec




— Barker Weekly Puzzle —

What is the fewest
number of circles that
need to be drawn so
that each of the 10
stars are separated
(boxed in) from the
others? 10 circles
would obviously sep-
arate each star from
the others, as would 9,
but what is the fewest
number of circles that
would suffice?

Note that two stars are
considered separate
if they are completely
enclosed by portions
of the various circles
that have been drawn
and/or the edge of the

image.

Talk With A Live Person

- ADVANTAGE PLuMBING INC.

VOTED NILES Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

o oF Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
® Licensed Plumbers

® Drug-Free Employees

® Criminal Background Checked Employees

® No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done
® 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

® True 24-Hour Emergency Service

Emergency
® Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”

Service

® Longest Warranties in the Business
® Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee
During Business Hours S P

—— BUSINESS
BBB.

® Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

2400 N 5th @ Niles, MI

\ 269-687-7192 nies, v
BB 866-751-1470 wiree

@S> "™ @8 Major Credit Cards Accepted

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES
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Weekly Puzzle Solution

ANSWER: Only
3 circles are
required.

LrowrnglipYWithSiblngs when you hit
your siling and thay get in trouble for
hitting you back
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Strawberry Slushy (Smoothie) with a Kick
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2 (1.5 fluid ounce) jiggers rum, or more to  Djrections:

“Take a traditional strawberry smooth-
ie and add a little extra kick with some
front and back flavor. Use coconut water
not coconut milk.”

Original recipe yields 4

Ingredients:
1 pound fresh strawberries, hulled and
halved

1 (17.5 ounce) can coconut water

2 cups ice

taste 1. Blend strawberries, coconut water, ice,
1 tablespoon white sugar, or more to taste yum, sugar, and vanilla extract together in a
1 teaspoon vanilla extract blender until frozen and slushy.

Not just a will.
A Way.

Visit our new Lake Bouthue ! . . .
iave a large selection of lake clothing, Estate planning 1s more than having a will.

signs, home and cottage decor items )
et e It's a way to protect what matters most.

Learn more about the estate planning
capabhilities of our firm as well as our business
counsel and civil mediation/litigation services.

w Visit our website or call us.
| {

TUESLEY » HALL + KONOPA, LLP

attorneys

South Bend - Elkhart - Cassopolis
thklaw.com | 269.445.1818

www corylakemanna cnm
LIKE US on Facebook ]




— Camp Tannadoonah —
Come have PANCAKES!

appy 4th of July! We just
H wrapped up our “Super

Week” Session and our entire
get a nice long holiday weekend. I
know our counselors were all looking
forward to a 5-day break, and many
of them were going to take a trip into
Chicago for a few days.

This past week and a half was
quite an adventure with the heat up
here at camp. We had to change up
our schedule a bit to make room for
additional water activities, made a
giant slip-n-slide, played sprinkler
soccer, and had extra water stations
at several locations in camp. Luck-
ily, we have an air conditioner for
the nurse’s cabin, so we were able to
have a cool spot in camp for any kids
who got overheated.

Even though it was certainly
hot, everyone managed pretty well,
and we had a nice breeze up on the
hill so it didn’t feel as bad as it did
in town! And we were glad to not
have any major storms come through
when the heat finally broke a bit.

Our board and staff are looking

forward to seeing everyone at the
Pancake Breakfast on Saturday
morning! Just like in prior years,
the breakfast will be from 8:30am to
1lam on Sunday (July 8), and the
cost 1s $5 for ages 11 and up, $2 for

ages 6-10, and free for ages 5 and un-

der. We will have regular pancakes,
some gluten free pancakes, sausage,
coffee, juice, and fruit cocktail.

Miss Michelle will also have
a display of Camp Tannadoonah
apparel and souvenirs if you'd like to
get the new camp t-shirt, sweatshirt,
or other camp items. This year’s
camp t-shirt features the outline
of Birch Lake on the front, and the

sweatshirt has the geographical coor-

dinates of the lake on it. The t-shirts
are mint-green with blue print, and
the sweatshirts (available in hoodies
and crew necks) are dark heather
gray with white and blue print.
When we come back from our
4th of July holiday break on Sunday,
we welcome our largest group of
campers yet this year, with 139 kids
registered! Our capacity, with day

campers included, is 150, so it will be
a big week for sure! All of our beds
for girls will be full, and we have a
few open spots left for boys.

We will nearly max out the
capacity of our dining hall, when we
add all the staff — we have 176 seats
in the dining hall, and with 139 kids,
plus about 35 staff, we're really close!
The capacity is actually 200 (per
fire code), so we can bring in a few
extra tables and benches if we have
a full camp of 150 kids. And as you
can imagine, it gets LOUD in there
during meals with that many people!

We're up to 937 campers regis-
tered so far for the summer — still
a little ways from our goal of 990,
but it’s still possible that we will get
there. We still have boys’ spots avail-
able for Sessions 3, 4, and 6, and still
have girls’ spots available for Ses-
sions 4, 6, and 7. If you know anyone
thinking about coming to camp, send
them our way soon!

See you all Sunday at the break-
fast!

~Miss Amber

“OVER 30 YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE"

SERVICES
CHIMNEY CLEANING
CHIMNEY RELINING

CHIMNEY
CERTIFICATIONS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS

DRYER VENT CLEANING

DEREK POLSTON
(574) 514-4831

www,chimneyswiftchimneysweeps.com

BieCH LAKE

CAMP TANNADOONAH

http:/tannadoonah.org

;
 SymgFal CeantP+ RockMdeh il

Prme Property Care
i Franis
313 Norh Otegle St
- Cassonals, M 4903
160) 591 98

" Hes
+ Gl Claning

Gavancis@rocketmalcom




CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

FOR SALE
Two Birch Lake, South Side
properties. Incredible Views. 14948 &
14991 Birch Lakeshore Dr. 14948, 184 ft of Lake
frontage, 2 bedrooms, 2 bath plus office. 14991 3
bedrooms, 2 bath plus a 1600 sq ft heated
garage. Too many amenities to list. Contact Dick
Bender for info at 574-596-8724.

House for sale: 63306 Birch Rd;

3 BR, 2.5 bath, 2600 SQ FT., 94 FT frontage, 2
stall attached garage, 2 full kitchens, many other
extras, $725,000, call PJ or Sue Vandewalle, 476-
7086 for appt or more info.

Classic 1973 Century Resorter
19’ Boat. New Upholstery, Paint, Reinforced
Boat Cover, and Carpet, 225HP, V8. $5,000.
Power Shore Station also available with boat pur-
chase for $1,000. Call Tom Rogers (Cove) 476-
2383.

1999 Sweetwater pontoon. 18 ‘50
HP Evinrude 4 stroke. Bought 2 years ago from a
friend ( original owner ) who had it in storage for
12 years . Went through fuel system & new plugs
she runs greet with very low hrs. Boat is in new
condition, new Bimini top & snap-on cover last
year. Comes with electric anchor, 12 life jackets, 5
new swim noodles, 2 foam floats, swim ladder,
and 10 cassettes . Yes that's right, it has a cas-
sette player, LOL . Can be seen on Dick Bender’s
pier. $8,500. Contact Ron Betzer if interested.

574-612-4444 Available after July 10 .

For sale, 1983 Vagabond 14 sail-
boat. Good condition. Sails, rudder, and center-
board stored out of the weather. No trailer. If inter-
ested call Chris Stevens (South Side) at 317-771-
8531. $750.

Very nice red MC sailboat for sale on the
south side. Sail# 519. Comes with frailer and
shore station. Sail is 2 years old. Boat stored in
garage during the winter. $3,000 Please contact
David at 574-360-0973 for more details.

We are entertaining offers on a low-mileage four-
seat (two pedal two coast) Sea Ryder
pedal boat. Test rides available ... assuming

you pedal. Stop by the King cottage middle of the
North shore.

Motorola Modem: Brand new modem
compatible with xfinity. Idea for a ranch with walk
out. Best offer available. Contact Angela 561-603-
5522.

60x40 solid oak table with two match-
ing 15” leaves to make table 75 or 90 inches long.
Table pads to fit complete table. Two upholstered
captain chairs and four upholstered regular chairs.
Call 574-215-5902 or 574-215-3339 to see it.

1950s Heywood Wakefield desk
with chair. Solid maple. $100 OBO. Call
574-215-5902 to see.

For Sale: Pottery Barn kids bed in
white, with trundle, with mattress included; $300
0OBO, 847-251-2525

CDB Hemp Oil - UltraCell full spectrum
CDB hemp oil is the No. 1 hemp oil in the country.
It is water-soluble and 94 percent absorption into
your system. No THC! If you would like to get a
free sample call me, and we can arrange a time.
Donna Stevens 317-201-8554. This product has
literally changed my life.

WANTED
Looking for a place to rent. I'm
Steve, the new Assistant Camp Director and After
School Assistant Program Director at Camp
Tannadoonah and new to the area. I'm a respon-
sible, non-smoking, tidy 29-year-old. Since | live
at Camp during the summer, | could even vacate
during the prime season. 989-430-8544

FOR RENT
Interested in a unique, fun vacation? Check out
renting the most inexpensive but cutest and
best-located rental in The Villages,
Florida at ourhome4rent.com/cjp

FOUND
Orange Cat. Avery friendly orange cat has
been hanging out at camp the past few weeks.
Seems to be very good at hunting, but loves
human company too! If you are missing a cat,
please let us know! Call Amber at 574-315-0227

LOST
Blue plastic paddle boat seat
back. Contact Grundys on East Side if found.
574-315-0217.

Missing: Two orange dog balls (hard
rubber). Please call Tom or Jan 269-476-7075.

SERVICES
| do sewing and mending at fair prices
- Zippers, hemming, small alterations; call Kathy
at 476-9317

If you are in need of yard work or ani-
mal care this summer call Claire Brovold at
1(574) 323-3683.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Classified ads in the Birch
Barker are free to BLYC

members, $5 for everyone

else. Send your ads to me
at

sailorphil@philvitale.com

BLYC Officers and Directors

2018 BLYC Officers
Commodore: Karen Curtis-Miller
karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com, 574-261-6712
Vice Commodore: Angela Bergan
berganfsu@aol.com, 561-603-5522

Deb Spratt Treasurer (N)................... 476-2113
debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W)............ 476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Pat McGann Fleet Captain (E)......574-532-5377
pat@mcgannhay.com

2018 BLYC Directors

Greg Bolin (W).....ccveereeirecenceeseeesenend 476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E).....cooeurierinicrnicrrineicineenns 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Harold Cranmer (W)........ccocovceverennene 574-264-6817
dhcranmer@yahoo.com

Terry Dugan (S).....ccovveeeveeeneneneninieieirenns 476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Celia Fallon (E)......cccovvviiecernrrenenicenes 476-1467
celia.fallon@gmail.com

Fred Freihofer..........cocoicioinnnnie 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com

Chas Grundy (H).......ccoveeeereeenrrencneennes 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm.................... 476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty (N)......cccoovvceeerrreneees 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Vickie ROGErS (C) ....covvveveveuceninenirieieicirean 476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N)........cccoeeerinnineninienns 476-2407

paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E)......cccoveeeerrrencnecnnas 476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com
PJ Vandewalle (E).......cccovrenierrernernnenen. 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Phil Vitale (E)......cooeeeeeeeirininiiceereenenene 476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com
Sandy Vitale (E) ... 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com
Bob Waddle (E)......cccceveurerenenienrernirrerenns 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net
Past Comm. Sue Williams (S)................. 476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WATER QUALITY COMMITTEE

Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee

Chairman (E) ......cccceueveerirereieierreseseneeeenns 476-1467
paulf@hrpconstruction.com



4 BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB »
‘k\ Pay your 2018 dues now! ld"
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Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!

- BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year) Total contribution:

- BLYC Associate Member* Dues ($10/ year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members
and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

Building Improvement Fund Address

Fireworks Fund

Water Quality Program

Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

Safety Co 1ttee Make checks payable to

Other non-party related expenses B LYc

BLYC Roof Fund
oot fun c/o Deb Spratt, Treasurer

- BLYC AED Fund 18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

. South Bend, IN 46637
Misc.

SLOW
DOWN

BIRCH LAKE HAS

NARROW ROADS,

LOTS OF PEDESTRIANS,

A TON OF CHILDREN,
GRANDCHILDREN AND PETS

SLOW DOWN ON
OUR ROADS

AND ON THE HILLS
TO AND FROM

THE LAKE!

SPEED LIMIT

19
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The Luxury Floating Patio! [EESREE
Moor it all summer
a:h:l mator,

INDOOR BOAT STORAGE

@ Summer trailer storage included
A2 Service Above and Beyond = /A _

PUTTING “SERVICE” IN CUSTOMER SERVICE
Repairs, Maintenance, Winterizing, and more!

OPEN 8 DAYS A WEEK
By Appointment
We're here when you need us!

[S] SELL YOUR BOAT
We Buy & Sell Boats, Personal Watercraft & Boat Lifts!

BUY A BOAT
Boats, Motors, Lifts, PWCs & more!

Boat Butler .

269-476-2222 www.boatbutlermarine.com

Or text 312-399-3688 Dave Cassopolis, M 49031




we’ve ot You Covered!

¢ Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

e Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

¢ Boat Covers and Tops
e Canvas Repair
B— e Aluminum Awnings

WW’Tfings

hion Meets Farction

SALES ® SERVICE © INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home
demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated
since 1985

AWNING

12291 Bidelman Road ® Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307

www.sunandsshadeawnin



